
ABOP Podcast Episode 14


ORCHESTRAL PERCUSSION 
PLAYBOOK 

Program Notes

Here are a few pages from my “Playbook.” Try some out and let me know what you 
think! (info@abop.us) —Raynor Carroll, ABOP Founder & CEO, Principal Percussion, 
Los Angeles Philharmonic (retired)


1:30 GEORGE GERSHWIN: RHAPSODY IN BLUE 
Cymbal


2:44 BELÁ BARTÓK: CONCERTO FOR ORCHESTRA, II MVT. 
Side drum


4:30 SHOSTAKOVICH: SYMPHONY NO. 10, I MVT. 
Tambour
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Side drum

CONCERTO for ORCHESTRA

I. TACET
BCk Baraih
(1881-1e4s)

II.

Allegretto scherzando
xlwithout snares)
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x-^ Entire mouement playd witho* mares.
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@ Copyright 1946 by Hawkes & Son (London) Ltd., Copyright Renewed. Used by permission of Boosey & Hawkes, hc.
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Allegro 6
(woodwinds)

14 72 9
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Dimitri Shostakovich
(1906-1975)

SYMPHONY No. 10

Copyright © 1954 (Renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc. (ASCAP) for the U.S., Canada and Mexico.
International Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted by Permission.

Tambour

I.
q»¡º•

II.
q»¡¶§

mailto:info@abop.us


ORCHESTRAL PERCUSSION PLAYBOOK

Program Notes (continued)

6:07 DOUBLING THE TAMBOURINE: TCHAIKOVSKY, TRÉPAK 
Tambourine


8:38 BASS DRUM WITH CYMBAL ATTACHED: STRAVINSKY, PETROUCHKA 
Bass drum with cymbal attached


9:54 CLASSIC ERA PERCUSSION: MOZART, ABDUCTION OF THE SERAGLIO 
Gran tamburo (stems down),  Rute (stems up) 
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& 42 16 A
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Tamb.jœ ‰ Œ ∑ ƒ
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jœ ‰ jœ ‰ jœ ‰ jœ ‰
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Tempo di trepak, molto vivace

II. DANSES CARACTÉRISTIQUES

a) b) - TACET

c) DANSE RUSSE TRÉPAK

stringendo 

Prestissimo 
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Andantino e»•º

(  )

†)Cymbals

Bass drum

†) Bass drum with cymbal attached.  Played by one percussionist.

q»¡™§

L'istesso tempo q»¡™§

Sostenuto e»ª§

†)Cymbals

Bass drum ma marcato

x»e
Doppio movimento



ORCHESTRAL PERCUSSION PLAYBOOK

Program Notes (continued)

11:35 SUSPENDED CYMBAL: RIMSKY-KORSAKOV, SCHEHERAZADE, IV MVT. 
Cymbal


13:52 MULTIPLE SUSPENDED CYMBALS: PROKOFIEV, ROMEO & JULIET 
Piatti


15:24 MULTIPLE SUSPENDED CYMBALS: MAHLER SYMPHONY NO. 1, IV MVT. 
Becken
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with a pair of sticks

crash cymbals

with a pair of sticks

crash cymbals
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with a pair of mallets

(tam-tam)

My setup for Mahler 
Symphony No. 1 with 
the LA Phil (2016). 
Three suspended 
cymbals (18”, 16”, 
20”), three pairs of 
crash cymbals (20”, 
22”, 24”), and various 
yarn mallets and 
wood sticks for the 
suspended cymbals.

23 measures 
after L

2 measures 
after Y



ORCHESTRAL PERCUSSION PLAYBOOK

Program Notes (continued)

16:45 ZISCHEND: R. STRAUSS, EIN HELDENLEBEN 
Becken


17:31 DVORAK: SYMPHONY NO. 9, IV MVT. 
Piatti 

17:53 TAM-TAM: R. STRAUSS, DANCE OF THE SEVEN VEILS FROM SALOME 
Tam-tam


18:48 DOUBLING THE TRIANGLE: STRAVINSKY, FIREBIRD BALLET 
Triangle 
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ORCHESTRAL PERCUSSION PLAYBOOK

Program Notes (continued)

20:47 ENGLISH PENNIES: ELGAR, ENIGMA VARIATIONS, XIII MVT. 
Timpani 

 

23:33 MUFFLE AND PLAY: TCHAIKOVSKY, ROMEO & JULIET 
Timpani 
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Two English pennies, front and back.



ORCHESTRAL PERCUSSION PLAYBOOK

Program Notes (continued)

25:09 FLAMS ON CASTANETS: DE FALLA, THREE CORNERED HAT, FINALE 
Castanets 

 

26:26 CROTALES: PRELUDE TO THE AFTERNOON OF A FAUN 
Cymbales antiques 
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Note: Use two castanets to play flams or play both castanets simultaneously.


